President’s Corner		
It’s odd to end the school year with so many issues
left unresolved. As of this writing, the US Supreme
Court has not issued a ruling in the Janus case
regarding the collection of fair share fees from public sector employees who choose not to join their
union; we also don’t know what our compensation
package will look like for the 2018-19 school year,
as well as other contractual gains.
In terms of Janus, the Supreme Court will issue
a ruling prior to July. Supreme Court announcements usually take place
on Monday mornings, but
recently the court has added
Thursday announcements
as well. Perhaps we’ll hear
something on our first day
of summer vacation.
As stated in previous communications with you, the
OEA bargaining team will continue to bargain over
the summer. I am continually impressed by the
tenacity of the OEA team as we work hard on your
behalf to get you the best contract we can.
Again, please mark your calendars for a general
membership meeting on Wednesday, August 29th
at 4:15 PM (site to be determined). This meeting
will be a contract ratification meeting or a meeting
to discuss where we are in the bargain and what
our next steps will be.
As a fair warning, the Freedom Foundation will also
be working this summer to try to bust our union.
Regardless of how the Supreme Court rules in the
Janus case, we can expect the FFers to send emails
and letters to members like you (and even knock
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on your door, and address you by name, which
is just plain creepy) to “share information” about
how to drop your union membership. I offer this
advice: delete the email, recycle the letter, and
tell the person on your doorstep
that your union is bargaining
hard for you over the summer
to increase your compensation
and make your working conditions better.
That’s what we do. And we’re able to do it because you are a member. Together we can accomplish a lot.
Enjoy a restful and fun summer break with your
friends and family! You’ve earned it!
Adam Brickell, OEA President
abrickelloea@comcast.net

Reflections on WEA-RA

Deb Haddon, Roosevelt:
This year’s WEA-RA was more of a marathon
than a sprint. With more than 60 new business
items and 20 new resolutions, the RA itself did
not finish until 2:32 am on Sunday morning.
Topics of discussion include where do we
stand on the gun debate and how do we
support our students. How do we increase
diversity within our profession so that our
students can see themselves in some of their
teachers. Standing in a room of more than
1,000 fellow educators provided a sense of
empowerment that as a group we can make
a difference.
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Dan McCartan, Lincoln:
If we, together, do not stand up for ourselves
no one will stand up for us. We are our own
voice. We are responsible for our own action.
The work at this year’s WEA-RA covered many
important topics and gave direction to the work
that needs to be done in so many areas of
our profession. Our local, state and national
organizations are the structures that give us
the power to act. We do such important work,
preparing children to become the society in
which we all will live. By working together, we
can and do influence our working conditions,
what we can offer our students and the kind
of lives we can make for ourselves. We need
to support our organizations in order for them
to have influence in things that are important
to the jobs we do. We can participate, we
can belong, we can show up when action is
needed. If you have never attended WEARA, I encourage you to put your name in to
attend next year.

Congratulations to
our Retiring Teachers!

The Olympia School District was far richer for the
work of these fine educators. Congratulations on
a career well done and have a great retirement!
Wayne Beeson - Olympia High School
Kathryn Dorgan - Olympia High School
David Gaston - Capital High School
Jana Gedde - Centennial Elementary School
Rebecca Hahn - Roosevelt Elementary School
Alice Hart - Olympia High School
Matt Herinckx - Capital High School
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Wendy Hughes - Jefferson Middle School
Denise Kornuta - McKenny Elementary School
Sharan Mann - Olympia High School
Cheryl Matern - District Office
Dave Rorem - Washington Middle School
Joan Schooler - Reeves Middle School
Lisbeth Sheafe - Garfield Elementary School
Diane Stewart - Centennial Elementary School
Wendy Sutich - Boston Harbor Elementary School
Todd Thedell - Avanti High School
Marc Turnbow - Olympia High School
Vickie Tuvey - Washington Middle School
Jody Underwood - Olympia High School

2017-18 OEA
Educator of the Year

Christine Gendlek, Reading Specialist from Garfield
Elementary School, was selected as the 2017-18
OEA Educator of the Year.
Christine’s nominator had the following to stay
about her: Christine Gendlek is a dedicated,
knowledgeable, and exuberant teacher of longstanding. Her determination to assist teachers
and students to succeed is inspirational. Her
ability to infuse the love of reading is exceptional.
Thus, Christine Gendlek is the perfect nominee
for Teacher of the Year for the Olympia School
District.
Currently, Christine is Garfield Elementary’s
Reading Intervention Teacher. But she has
served Olympia School District in a variety of roles
over the last 20 years: as a Pre-School Teacher
(2 years), Kindergarten Teacher (4 years), and 6
years in a looping 1st-2nd Grade position. She
was also the district ReadWell trainer for 8 years.
As the Reading Intervention teacher of Garfield,
Christine works tirelessly to advantage every
student to the maximum extent possible. One
of her major achievements has been to develop
a paraeducator team for Garfield reading by
“flooding “ the grade levels with additional support
during reading instruction. This highly trained
team is an invaluable resource to our school and
helps each child to move forward with reading
skills.
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One of her principals praised Christine as
a teacher-colleague: “Christine bridges
differences between competing interests,
communicates well with all stake-holders,
builds, scaffolds for teachers who are
at different points on a spectrum, and
nurtures a collective vision. She has
outstanding classroom management,
great curriculum knowledge – and she’s
extremely well-organized!”

Ice Cream Social ~ May 24, 2018

The combination of a passionate,
energetic, focused teacher encompassing
empathy and a joie de vivre elevates
her to that of an extraordinary, beloved
colleague and teacher.
With all of
Christine’s knowledge, experience, and
skills, perhaps the most important thing
she does is to love our students. Christine
Gendlek is the teacher every parent
hopes for, every student wants, and every
teacher aspires to!

Christine Gendlek, Garfield Elementary, accepting her award
for Educator of the Year 2018
Additionally, Christine fulfills many roles throughout our
school. She is a veteran member of the weekly Student
Support Team (SST) – offering valuable insights of the
student and providing individual ELA data. In her various
capacities at school, Christine usually has personal
knowledge of a student. The team assists teachers in
addressing serious academic/behavioral concerns.
Additionally, Christine has supervised Safety Patrol (5
years), is Testing Coordinator (8 years), and a participant
on Site Council (3 years). The AmeriCorps and Reading
Corps Program is another branch of Christine’s job
description. She has trained and mentored over 20
students in 10 years. Christine supervises their required
community projects, completes evaluations, and attends
numerous meetings.

Christine Gendlek and her nominator,
Libby Sheafe
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OEA Summer Coverage

Although the OEA office will be closed for much
of the summer, email and voicemail will still be
monitored. If you have questions or concerns
during your summer break, send an email to
abrickelloea@comcast.net. You can also call
the OEA office and leave a voicemail at 360-3525255. Email will be checked daily, and voicemail
will be checked infrequently. You can also contact
the WEA Chinook Uniserv Council at 360-9431776. The Chinook office is open throughout the
summer except during the week of the Fourth of
July.

Classifieds

Home for rent near Olympia High School on
Morten Ct. SE. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths; 1900 plus
sq. ft. Beautiful neighborhood. Call 360-2805765 for more info.

for Contract Ratification or
Bargaining Update
Wednesday, August 29, 2018
4:15 p.m.
Location to be determined

